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Justice System Background

The criminal procedure system in Guatemala was formerly inquisitorial and carried out secretly in
writing. This system has been replaced by an adversarial system, which includes an oral process, as well
as public trials as the main decision-making procedure. The duties of investigation, charge filing, and
judgment have been assigned, respectively, to the police (PNC), The Public Prosecutors Office (MP) and
the Judiciary. The enactment of the Criminal Procedural Code, in force since 1994, intended to achieve a
criminal justice system that was more agile and effective in the prosecution of crimes, in particular crimes
of high social impact. The MP has an annual budget line item in the General Budget of the Nation so as
not to be dependent on any other ministry.

The MP may require the cooperation of any official and administrative authority of any governmental
bodies for the performance of its duties. These bodies are


http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/directories/roli/guatemala/guatemala_prosecutorial_reform_index_2011.authcheckdam.pdf
http://www.wola.org/sites/default/files/downloadable/Citizen%20Security/past/WOLA_Policing_Final.pdf
http://shr.aaas.org/guatemala/ceh/report/english/conc1.html
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to ensure that the illegal organizations and their clandestine structures, now organized crime groups,
continue operating in impunity.®

Following the failure of a 1999 referendum on a legislative reform package meant to codify many of the
Peace Accord agreements, Guatemalan NGO’s and their international partners’, as well as UN
procedures® started developing a series of reports and proposals that chronicled the substantial weaknesses


http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/directories/roli/guatemala/guatemala_prosecutorial_reform_index_2011.authcheckdam.pdf
http://www.caldh.org/analisis.pdf
http://www.wola.org/publications/hidden_powers_in_post_conflict_guatemala
http://www.hrw.org/legacy/press/2002/08/guatemission.htm
http://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/8121861.html
https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/national_activities/informe_estadistico_violencia_guatemala.pdf
http://www.nd.edu/~cmendoz1/homicidios.htm
http://cicig.org/index.php?page=mandate
http://www.wola.org/publications/advocates_against_impunity_a_case_study_on_human_rights_organizing_in_guatemala
http://www.prensalibre.com/noticias/Crimen-organizado-diputaciones-alcaldias_0_145785815.html
http://www.wola.org/publications/advocates_against_impunity_a_case_study_on_human_rights_organizing_in_guatemala
http://prensalibre.com/noticias/Eduardo-Stein-Crimen-infiltra_0_145786683.html



http://cicig.org/uploads/documents/mandato/acuerdo_creacion_cicig.pdf#page=14

